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Lines Penned on the Death of the Child of Mrs. White's Twin Sister 
     Our fondest hopes are often blighted here. Our loved ones are torn from us by death. We close 
their eyes and habit them for the tomb, and lay them away from our sight. But hope bears our 
spirits up. We are not parted forever, but shall meet the loved ones who sleep in Jesus. They shall 
come again from the land of the enemy. The Life-giver is coming. Myriads of holy angels escort 
Him on His way. He bursts the bands of death, breaks the fetters of the tomb, the precious 
captives come forth in health and immortal beauty.  {2SM 259.6} 
     As the little infants come forth immortal from their dusty beds, they immediately wing their 
way to their mothers' arms. They meet again nevermore to part. But many of the little ones have 
no mother there. We listen in vain for the rapturous song of triumph from the mother. The angels 
receive the motherless infants and conduct them to the tree of life.  {2SM 260.1} 
     Jesus places the golden ring of light, the crown upon their little heads. God grant that the dear 
mother of "Eva" may be there, that her little wings may be folded upon the glad bosom of her 
mother.–The Youth's Instructor, April, 1858.  {2SM 260.2} 

Comfort for a Bereaved Mother 
     You may be comforted and trust in the Lord. The Lord has often instructed me that many 
little ones are to be laid away before the time of trouble. We shall see our children again. We 
shall meet them and know them in the heavenly courts. Put your trust in the Lord, and be not 
afraid.  {CG 566.1} 

Children Will Be Borne to Mothers’ Arms 
     The living righteous are changed "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." At the voice of 
God they were glorified; now they are made immortal and with the risen saints are caught up to 
meet their Lord in the air. Angels "gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other." Little children are borne by holy angels to their mothers' arms. Friends long 
separated by death are united, nevermore to part, and with songs of gladness ascend together to 
the City of God.  {GC 645.1 (1888); [CG 566.3; LDE 280.1; 4SP 464.1]} 

The Salvation of Infants and Imbeciles 
     Let mothers come to Jesus with their perplexities. They will find grace sufficient to aid them 
in the management of their children. The gates are open for every mother who would lay her 
burdens at the Saviour's feet. He who said, "Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid 
them not," still invites the mothers to lead up their little ones to be blessed by Him. Even the 
babe in its mother's arms may dwell as under the shadow of the Almighty through the faith of the 
praying mother. John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit from his birth. If we will live in 
communion with God, we too may expect the divine Spirit to mold our little ones, even from 
their earliest moments.  {DA 512.3 (1898); [AH 274.1]} 
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     As the little infants come forth immortal from their dusty beds, they immediately wing their 
way to their mother's arms. They meet again nevermore to part. But many of the little ones have 
no mother there. We listen in vain for the rapturous song of triumph from the mother. The angels 
receive the motherless infants and conduct them to the tree of life.–2SM 260 (1858).  {LDE 
293.1} 
     Some questioned whether the little children of even believing parents should be saved, 
because they have had no test of character and all must be tested and their character determined 
by trial. The question is asked, "How can little children have this test and trial?" I answer that the 
faith of the believing parents covers the children, as when God sent His judgments upon the first-
born of the Egyptians. . . .–3SM 313, 314 (1885).  {LDE 293.2} 

     Some parents allow Satan to control their children, and their children are not restrained, but 
are allowed to have wicked tempers, to be passionate, selfish, and disobedient. Should they die 
these children would not be taken to Heaven. The parent's course of action is determining the 
future welfare of their children. If they allow them to be disobedient and passionate they are 
allowing Satan to take them in charge and work through them as shall please his satanic majesty, 
and these children, never educated to obedience and to lovely traits of character, will not be 
taken to Heaven, for the same temper and disposition would be revealed in them.  {3SM 314.4 
(1885)} 

     “Whether all the children of unbelieving parents will be saved we cannot tell, because God 
has not made known His purpose in regard to this matter, and we had better leave it where God 
has left it and dwell upon subjects made plain in His Word.”–3SM 315 (1885).  {LDE 293.3} 
     In regard to the case of A, you see him as he now is and deplore his simplicity. He is without 
the consciousness of sin. The grace of God will remove all this hereditary, transmitted 
imbecility, and he will have an inheritance among the saints in light. To you the Lord has given 
reason. A is a child as far as the capacity of reason is concerned, but he has the submission and 
obedience of a child.–8MR 210 (1893).  {LDE 293.4} 

     Men and women cannot violate natural law by indulging depraved appetite and lustful 
passions, and not violate the law of God. Therefore He has permitted the light of health reform to 
shine upon us, that we may see our sin in violating the laws which He has established in our 
being. All our enjoyment or suffering may be traced to obedience or transgression of natural law. 
Our gracious heavenly Father sees the deplorable condition of men, who, some knowingly but 
many ignorantly, are living in violation of the laws that He has established. And in love and pity 
to the race, He causes the light to shine upon health reform. He publishes His law, and the 
penalty that will follow the transgression of it, that all may learn, and be careful to live in 
harmony with natural law. He proclaims His law so distinctly, and makes it so prominent that it 
is like a city set on a hill. All accountable beings can understand it if they will. Idiots will not be 
responsible. To make plain natural law, and urge the obedience of it, is the work that 
accompanies the third angel's message, to prepare a people for the coming of the Lord.  
{3T 161.2 (1872, recounting a vision of December 10, 1871)} 
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Slaves Whom God Cannot Take to Heaven 
     I saw that the slave master* will have to answer for the soul of his slave whom he has kept in 
ignorance; and the sins of the slave will be visited upon the master. God cannot take to Heaven 
the slave who has been kept in ignorance and degradation, knowing nothing of God or the Bible, 
fearing nothing but his master's lash, and holding a lower position than the brutes. But He does 
the best thing for him that a compassionate God can do. He permits him to be as if he had not 
been, while the master must endure the seven last plagues and then come up in the second 
resurrection and suffer the second, most awful death. Then the justice of God will be satisfied.  
{EW 276.1} 

                                                
* Appendix note: Slaves and Master.—According to Revelation 6:15, 16, there will be slavery at 
the Second Advent of Christ. Here we find the words “every bondman, and every free man.” The 
statement by Ellen White under discussion indicates that she was shown in vision the slave and 
the slave master at the Second Advent of Christ. In this she is in perfect accord with the Bible. 
Both John and Mrs. White were shown conditions that would exist at the Second Coming of our 
Lord. While it is true that Negro slaves in the United States were freed by the Emancipation 
Proclamation, which went into effect six years after the statement under discussion was penned, 
the message is not made invalid, for even today there are millions of men and women in actual or 
virtual slavery in different parts of the world. It is not possible to pass judgment on a prophecy of 
the future until we have reached the time for the fulfillment of that prophecy. {EW 304.3} 


