










   What application has the number 666 to Pope Benedict XV?
None whatever. Such an interpretation of Chapter XIII, Verse 18 of the Apocalypse is entirely 

unfounded and is nothing more than a display of malignant hatred. It is the effervescense of 
vacuous minds. Earlier commentators spent considerable time in trying to determine the 
personality of the beast, and they referred it to Nero Caesar; for by supplying the numerals for the 
Hebrew characters in his name, the number 666 was obtained. During the period of the 
Reformation and for years after, the Apocalypse furnished the basis of much political and 
religious incrimination. In later years, really reliable commentators have ceased the silly prattle 
about the Popes, Napoleon, Rome and subjecting the Book to the Rules of exegesis see a 
reference to conditions existing at the time of St. John. (This interpretation, of course, does not 
include the Resurrection, the millennium, and the plagues preceding the consummation of the 
world, as referring to principle events in the first century). In a "Dictionary of the Bible" edited 
by William Schmidt, a Protestant author, page 1038, will be found the following; "Ebrard 
reckons that not less than eighty systematic commentaries are worthy of note, and states the less 
valuable writings on this inexhaustible subject are unnumbered if not innumerable. Fanaticism, 
theological hatred, and vain curiosity may have largely influenced their composition." Also on 
page 1039 we find the following: "Against the Historical scheme it is urged, that its advocates 
differ very widely among themselves; that they assume without any authority that the 1260 days 
are so many years; that several of its applications�e.g., of the symbol of the ten-horned beast to 
be the Popes, and the sixth seal to the conversion of Constantine�are inconsistent with the 
context; that attempts by some of this school to predict future events by the help of Revelation 
have ended in repeated failures."
   Besides, if present-day writers are so anxious to see the fulfillment in the person of the Pope, 
why not be consistent? Such interpreters have never shown that the title "Vicarius Filii Dei" is 
really inscribed upon the Pope's tiara. Moreover, the passage states that the number refers to a 
man, in other words the numerals represented by the letters in his name, which total the sum 666. 
The words Vicarius Filii Dei are not the name of the Pope, they do not even constitute his official 
title. The name of our President is Woodrow Wilson. His title is President of the United States. If 
we take the name Benedict XV and follow out the same numerical addition, we find that his 
number instead of being 666 would be 1123.
   This question was submitted to Rev. Earnest R. Hull and answered in the following manner: 
"Almost every eminent man in Christendom, who has enjoyed the privilege of possessing 
enemies, has had his name turned and twisted till they could get the number 666 out of it. In past 
history there have been numberless beasts or Anti-Christs, all of whose names counted up to 666. 
I fancy that my own name, especially in Latin form, might give the number of the beast:''

E R N E S T V S R E G I N A L D V S H V L L

5 1 50 500 5 5 50 50 = 666

  Add these together and the result will be 666. Quod erat demonstrandum, namely, that Rev. 
Ernest R. Hull is Anti-Christ, or the Beast of the Apocalypse!" 
   Since the war fanatical "private interpreters" have made the number 666 refer to the Kaiser; 
others even to President Wilson.


